Advisory Board
Dr. Larry Blackwell
EXPERIENCE:
•
Ph.D. in Environmental Systems Engineering, Clemson University
•
Research Engineer, Amoco
•
Co-founded environmental services company, Environmental Dynamics, which was later sold to
Wisconsin Power and Light
•
Leveraged purchased key software packaged called Datastream, resulting in taking the company
public, which continued growth to a point of annual revenue exceeding $120M; 700 employees
worldwide, claiming more than 20,000 customers, many of them Fortune 500 companies such as
ChevronTexaco, Del Monte and Pfizer. In 2006, Datastream Systems, Inc. became a subsidiary of
Infor Global Solutions

Dr. Carl F. Kohrt
EXPERIENCE:
•
Interim President of Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina
•
Retired as President and CEO of Battelle, a $4B+ international R&D institution, manages or comanages several premier national research laboratories for both U.S. and foreign government
agencies
•
Multiple senior executive, international and technology positions, including at Kodak
•
MMS in Management Science, Sloan School of Management, MIT
•
Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry, University of Chicago
•
Served as a National Science Foundation Graduate Fellow, a National Science Foundation PostDoctoral Fellow at the James Frank Institute, a Woodrow Wilson Fellow, a Sloan Fellow, and is
a member of Phi Beta Kappa

Dr. Clemens Schmitz-Justen
EXPERIENCE:
Global Management for BMW
•
President of BMW Manufacturing LLC, USA
•
Managing Chief Engineer of Fraunhofer Institute for Production Technology, Germany
•
Honorary Professor of Innovation Management for Product and Process Development at
Technical University of Chemnitz in Germany
•
Clemson University in South Carolina, engaging and leading management students
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John E. Waters
EXPERIENCE:
•
Member of Duke Energy’s “Thought Leader’s Council”
•
Launched Bright Automotive thru consortium he founded between Alcoa, Johnson Controls,
Google, Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and the (Ted) Turner Foundation
•
Vice-President of the Transportation Practice at RMI
•
Led early efforts in “vehicle-to-grid” (i.e., “Smart Grid”) and implementation (with P,G&E)
•
Developed the concept of RMI’s “Smart Garage” with Dr. Joel Swisher
•
Active in development/ production of battery pack system for GM’s first electric vehicle
•
Awarded five U.S. patents, two international patents, holds two defensive papers in battery pack
designs, and has received numerous industry awards

Vivian A. Wong
EXPERIENCE:

•
•

•
•
•

•

Real Estate Investor and Developer for 31 years throughout the Southeast
Pacific Gateway Capital, LLC, a company specializing in new United States/China trade
including development of United States retail franchises in China and attracting
Chinese investment to South Carolina in 2001.
Director of Independence Bancshares Inc. from 2004-May 2013
Director of Herlong, Bates & Burnett Insurance Inc.
Community support through her service on the Sister City International Organization
Board, the Greenville Convention Center Task force, and the Furman University
Advisory Board
Co-owner of the Dragon Den restaurant chain for over 17 years

1980-1990
• Dannar’s early years in
product development
of farm and construction
equipment lands him a
job with a large
equipment manufacturer
• Dannar’s crossdepartmental
understanding gives way
to multi-discipline
positions with companies
such as Ford, New
Holland and Alamo
• As an employee, Dannar
experiences the
constraints of oneindustry manufacturing, as
well as understanding
the power of leveraging
partnerships
1990 – 2000
• Eager to act upon his
ideas and theories,
Dannar moves from
employee to
entrepreneur
• As business owner
Dannar continues to
expand his industry
knowledge with
direct customer feedback
on specific problems, and
how to respond
with solutions
• New solutions leads to
more partnerships which
included Caterpillar,
Massey-Ferguson and
AGCO
• New solutions leads to
greater conversations
about side services of the
equipment, such as
warranties, in-time
support, broader
customer-service
• New solutions to the
short-comings of
equipment in the
governmental sector
began to formulate in
Dannar’s thinking

Start. Clean.
Gary Dannar’s career has continuously centered on innovation and new product
development with corporate responsibilities stretching from North America across
Europe and Asia. With DANNAR, Gary has looked to the future and clearly
identified the need for a new product category currently lacking in the
governmental sector.
EXPERIENCE:
• Obtained early patents for rough terrain forklifts in 1970’s
• Strategic leadership positions with Ford Motor Co., The General, New
Holland and Alamo Group spanning 3 decades
• Expansion of Little and Co’s product-line, distribution and marketing
agreements, with sales and volumes soaring to results in the additional of a
Greenville, South Carolina facility to the Pacific Northwest original location
• Awarded AE50 from the American Society for Agricultural and Biological
Engineers
• Recognized as one of the top 50 new products in 2007 for the Little
Roadside Mowing System
With his unique insider perspective and extensive industry experience,
Gary Dannar leads this high-performance team, responding to the needs
of the future.

2000 – 2010
• The need for a long-term
solution went beyond the
equipment to the business
model
• In research and discussions,
Dannar blends new
emissions standards with
offering economic benefit
and corresponding
reduction in the
consumption of fossil fuels
• Dannar launches the
company DANNAR
because of the glaring
reality of larger companies
not focused on purposebuilt, multi-use product
solutions, using alternative
power supply with new
technologies
• Dannar’s unique approach
to new manufacturing, new
distribution model and the
ability to meet new
regulations solidifies into
innovative product
development, and lays the
foundation for new
company start up.
2012 - 2015
• DANNAR will debut the
first true alternatively
powered heavy equipment
for the governmental
section in 2015 with two
pre-production Mobile
Power Station Units
• The DANNAR preproduction units will be
followed by seventy-five
productions units.

DANNAR
Mobile Power
Station(R)
Start. Clean.

Alan D. Austin

Dr. Stephan T. Hung

Chief Financial Officer

CTO/Product
Development Manager

With deep experience in
capital markets and finance,
Alan Austin founded his own
investment banking firm, Mt.
Vista Capital in 2006. Austin
has over ten years of direct
investment banking
experience providing M&A
advisory services as well as
advising on private financing
transactions including senior
debt, mezzanine financing and
private equity.

EXPERIENCE:
• Principal with The Capital
Corporation, a regional
investment banking firm
• Assistant Treasurer at Sterling
Diagnostic Imaging, a private
equity-owned company
• Treasurer at Multimedia, Inc
(MMEDC:NASDAQ), a publicly
traded company
• Commercial lender responsible
for sourcing, structuring,
underwriting and serving
corporate clients in a wide
variety of industries

Faculty Member at Clemson
University’s International
Center for Automotive
Research (CU-ICAR), Hung
was recruited to the
CU-ICAR in October 2007.
His research and teaching
interests lie in the area of
system development and
integration methods with
emphases on transportationrelated mechatronic
applications.

EXPERIENCE:
• Product Engineer for Ford
Company
• BSEE from University of
Tennessee
• MS from University of Illinois
• Ph.D., Electrical Engineering
from University of Illinois
• Member of the Society of
Automotive Engineers
• Member of Institute for
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers

Rick Rentz
Governmental/Defense
Contracting and
Development

Rick Rentz has been working
in or for the Federal sector
for over 35 years. A graduate
of the United States Military
Academy at West Point and
the Georgia Institute of
Technology, Rentz has a
unique perspective in working
with Federal government. As
a civil servant for over 25
years, he is knowledgeable not
only of the complex Federal
government acquisition
process, he has far-reaching
contacts across the Federal
government arenas.
EXPERIENCE:
• Responsible for overseeing a
$200M Federal program
• Supports small companies
within private industries to
pursue and secure Federal
government business
• Senior Director for Business
Development, South Carolina
Research Authority for 21
years
• Specializes in Federal
government, DOD

“THE ONLY SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE IS EXPERIENCE.”

– ALBERT EINSTEIN
The MobilePowerStation ™
represents innovative solutions to the concerns of
multi-purpose equipment using clean energy,
being built by new manufacturing methods and
taken to the field for broader customer service utilizing new technologies.

Edward C. Marshall,
Governmental/Customer
Relations

Ed Marshall’s career has been
honed on the coordination
and development of complex
projects and early stage startups. His experience spans
government, non-profits,
higher education, and
business, from which he brings
keen insight and practical
solutions to meet the needs of
his clients. He has been
instrumental in multiple startups.

*South Carolina Research Authority

*North American Sales/Marketing
*Federal Fleet & Defense Contracting

*Electrical System

EXPERIENCE:
• Principal and managing partner
of IndigoRidge, Inc.
• Development of alternative
energy projects; initiatives using
digester and landfill gas;
production of algae and other
biomass projects; reclamation
and use of municipal solid waste
as energy source
• Projects in conjunction with
Clemson University’s
International Center for
Automotive Research; South
Carolina Research Authority
• Director of Special Projects,
Furman University, Greenville,
South Carolina managing two
major projects totaling more
than $82M, including the David
E. Shi Center for Sustainability
• Political appointee in U.S.
Department of Labor and was
the national Director of Tax
and Fiscal Affairs at the
Associated General
Contractors of America (AGC
of America) in the first Bush
White House

Bosch Engineering Group (BEG) is the
provider of powertrain electronics and
electric machines (motors and generators)
to the MPS program. A part of the Robert
Bosch Corporation, one of the world's
largest suppliers of powertrain electronics
and electrical components, BEG was
specifically setup to help OEMs with lowvolume programs leverage Bosch's
extensive portfolio of Off-The-Shelf (OTS)
components that have been otherwise
developed for high-volume applications.

*Cab Throttle *Controls
*Brake Pedal (User Input) *Steering Wheel
*Interior & Exterior Surfaces

Sundberg-Ferar is provider of design
services for the MPS user environ-ment
and exterior appearance. The firm has
roots in industrial design, and their
portfolio includes transit and off-road
vehicles, tools, appliances, and medical
equipment, and reconfigurable user
interfaces for all of the aforementioned
product areas.

*Exterior Surface Engineering
* Industrial Origami Panels

*Engineering Integration
*Production Ready Engineering

*Cooling System
*Power System Integration
*Fuel System

MillenWorks is the provider of vehicle
integration engineering services to the
MPS program. With rally car racing team
roots, MillenWorks is today a division of
Textron that specializes in quickly
providing vehicle OEMs with fullyfunctional concept prototypes.

*Gearbox *Splitter *Transfer Case
*Hydraulic Pumps *Steering Control
Valve

Parker Hannifin is provider of hydraulic
control components and user interface
components to the MPS program. They
are one of the world's largest suppliers of
such components to aerospace, military,
and industrial vehicle OEMs.

